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From the Moderator 


With the naming of Rev. Char Burch as the 
Transitional Conference Minister, I'd take the time to 
Share the process the Board to make this 
appointment. 


When seeking an Interim, Designated or Settled 
Conference Minister, the Board appoints a search 
committee to find the best qualified nominee for 
which the conference elects. However, in the event 
there is a sudden vacancy in the Conference Minister 
position, the Board appoints an Acting Conference 
Minister; with the assistance of the National UCC Staff 
which provides the Conference with a person that has been vetted to serve 
in this capacity. 


Knowing that our conference was already in a time of transition and to give 
the SEC Board the opportunity to take time for critical conversations and 
discernment, Lee Albertson of the national staff sought to provide the SEC 
with temporary Conference Minister help from 3 neighboring Conference 
Ministers to act as Consulting Conference Ministers from August 17 
through December 31. The Council of Conference Ministers provided the 
SEC with a grant to cover travel costs these consulting ministers would 
incur providing the SEC assistance during this time. 


This allowed the SEC Board to utilize our time at our annual New Board 


Orientation and Retreat in September to have some much-needed 
conversations about what the Conference needed in this vital position of 
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leadership at this time. Lee Albertson recommended we consider Rev. Char 
Burch for the position of Acting Conference Minister, who has an extensive 
background in serving churches and conferences in this role. At our Board 
Retreat, we were able to meet and have preliminary conversations with 

Rev. Burch. 


Along with the discussions from our Board retreat, the feedback from the 
“Conversation with Colleagues” held in Atlanta, and feedback from the 
AL/TN Association in Montgomery in late October; the Board met in early 
November to finalize our conversations and prepare a job description that 
would reflect the hopes and needs of the conference. 


At our regularly scheduled SEC Board meeting on December 4, 201, the 
Board voted unanimously to appoint Reverend Charlene (Char) Burch as 
our Transitional Conference Minister. We chose this title instead of Acting 
Conference Minister as we believe it more accurately reflects the work she 
is being called to do in our Conference. 


This is the intentionality with which the Board used to make this 
appointment. As part of her initial Start Up Strategy, Char intends to have 
an active presence in every area of the conference. We hope you will take 
the opportunity to meet her and provide her with your input and 
constructive feedback to help her in her leadership moving the SEC forward 
in God's work. 


Blessings. J R 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=fe23830e91 Page 2 of 9 


SECUCC Conference Connection: December 7, 2018 2/20/23, 1:05 PM 


Trusting the guidance of God, the compassion of Christ and the comfort of 
the Holy Spirit, the Board of Directors of the Southeast Conference (UCC) is 
happy to announce the selection of Reverend Charlene (Char) Burch 

as Transitional Conference Minister (TCM). | 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2018. We encourage you to 
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include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. Click here to 
download the entire 2018 prayer list. 


Week of December 1 


The United Church; Huntsville, Alabama 
Elizabeth Clement 

Lou Kavar 

Rebecca Seldomridge 

Scott Williamson 


Week of December 10 


Sandy Creek UCC; LaFayette, Alabama 
Wendy Coleman 

James Bowman Harris 

Maureen Shelton 

Sonya Williams 


Week of December 17 


e Jones Chapel Congregational Christian; Woodbury, Georgia 
e First Congregational UCC; Marion, Alabama 

Deborah Douglas 

Eulas Kirtdoll 

John Lackey 

Angie Wright 


Churches in Transition: United Church of Huntsville, Huntsville AL; Garden 
of Grace, Columbia SC; Emmanuel, Greenville SC; First Congregational, 
Birmingham AL; Pilgrimage, Marietta GA; First Congregational Christian, 
Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; Peace Church, 
Clemson SC. 


News from the Wider Church 
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2019 Winter Youth Retreat Registration Open 


Join the UCC Winter Youth Retreat in Blowing Rock, NC. Meet other kids 
from UCC South and Southeast churches and hear presentations from 
Keynote Speaker Robyn Henderson-Espinoza. Plus, there's a service project 
or ski/snowboarding on Sunday. For more information visit the WYR 
website: uccwinteryouthretreat.org. 


UCC General Synod Website Live 


In less than eight months, members of the 
United Church of Christ will be converging in 
Milwaukee, Wisc., for the denomination’s 
32nd General Synod. On Monday, November 
12, organizers launched the 2019 General 


and opened registration and housing for all delegates and visitors of the 
biennial gathering, taking place June 21-25, 2019 at the Wisconsin Center. 


News from Our Local Congregations 
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Successful Alternative Christmas Fair Held in Pleasant 
Hill, TN 


The Pleasant Hill Community Church, United Church of Christ, in Tennessee 
provided a way for its members and friends to give a meaningful gift during 
the holidays while supporting 18 worthy organizations. The 

Alternative Christmas Fair was an opportunity to purchase items, 
memberships, or donate in the name of family and friends instead of 
purchasing a meaningless gift. Donations of nonperishable foods helped 
support three local food pantries. During the Fair, participants donated to 
as many of the 18 non-profit organizations as they selected. The 

Church received the funds, collated the money, and will distribute checks to 
these worthy groups before Christmas. Shoppers also purchased products 
in the Church's Fair Trade Room helping support self-help industries and 
cooperatives around the world. Read more on our website. 


Holiday Jazz Vespers at First Congregational Atlanta 
Historic First Congregational Church, UCC, presents an extraordinary 
holiday musical experience —one of the first downtown Atlanta holiday 


festivities of the season, and it includes “Hanging of the Greens,” and 
Holiday Jazz Vespers. Church sanctuary, 105 Courtland Street, Friday and 
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Saturday, Dec. 7 and 8, at 7:30 p.m. Featured artists include Kathleen 
Bertrand, Alex Latimore, and Tyrone Jackson. The Atlanta Jazz Chorus and 
The Third Sunday Band will complete the holiday mood. General admission 
is $30; student admission is $20 at the door with i.d. Free parking. For more 
information about the program, contact the church office at (404)659-6255. 


Mission Trip to Puerto Rico 


Nancy and Ted Elsenheimer are organizing a Mission Trip to Puerto 

Rico, June 15-22, 2019. The group can be 6 to 15 people. Teens ages 16-17 
are also welcome. In cooperation with the UCC Disaster Ministries and the 
Puerto Rico Conference, there are about 50 houses which need roof repair 
(flat roofs, one story). Learn more on our website. 


Director of Music Position Available 


Fairfield Glade Community Church has a part time position available for the 
Church Choir Director. The Director plans the liturgical musical selections 
for one weekly service and other special services and directs the rehearsals 
of the church choir once a week. Choir experience and music degree 
preferred. Bring resume in person to Fairfield Glade Community Church, 
521 Snead Drive, Fairfield Glade, TN during office hours, Monday-Friday 
8:00 am-12:00 pm, or email to ffgcomchurch@frontier.com. 
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Pastor Position at Peace Church, Clemson SC 


Peace Church in Clemson, SC seeks to hire an ordained person for a 20 - 
25-hour a week position partnering with them in continuing to develop new 
ways of being church with an emphasis on social justice from a progressive 
Christian perspective. They seek a collaborative leader who will bring new 
ideas, preach at least twice a month, organize different kinds of worship, 
and help us build community. Read more on our website. 


Training and Learning Opportunities 


Save the Date: Annual Retired Servants Retreat 


Mark your calendars for Oct 6-9, 2019. That's the Annual Retreat for 
Retirees and Spouses/Guests of Clergy, Missionaries, Volunteer Workers, 
and Chaplains of the United Church of Christ Southeast and Southern 
Conferences. Once again we will be hosted at the wonderful Blowing Rock 
Conference Center! 


Ladies, Save the Date: October 18-20, 2019 


The 2019 biennial UCC Southern Region Women's Retreat (SRWR) will be 
hosted by the Church Women of the Southern Conference (CWSC) 

at Blowing Rock Conference Center (BRCC) in Blowing Rock, NC. This 
retreat is open to lay and clergy women from the following Conferences: 
Southern, Florida, South Central and Southeast. Please mark your 
calendars now...more information to come later. The Rev. Clarice Mitchell, 
member of Pleasant Hill Community Church, serves as Southeast 
Conference representative on this planning team. 


Conference Calendar 


Joint UCC Advent Worship Service 
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Saturday, December 15 at 5 pm CST 

Our four Birmingham congregations (Covenant, Pilgrim, Community, and 
First Congregational) will join together at Community Congregational in 
Center Point to celebrate the season. 


Commission on Ministry Meeting 
January 3, 2019 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm EST 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Annual Meeting Planning Session 
January 8, 2019 @ 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm EST 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Board of Directors Meeting 
January 10, 2019 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EST 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Winter Youth Retreat 

January 18, 2019 - January 20, 2019 
Blowing Rock Conference Center 
Members-in-Discernment Retreat 


January 18, 2019 @ 12:00 pm - January 19, 2019 @ 4:00 pm EST 
Atlanta, GA 
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